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University English Centres Australia (UECA) PD 

Fest 2013 - Sydney "The Pronunciation 
Classroom" 
EA Conference 2013 - Perth "Taking the Myth 
out of Teaching Pronunciation" 
Ability English 2014 - Sydney "Teacher 
Workshop Series - Pronunciation 
Techniques" 
UECA PD Fest 2014 - Adelaide "Empowering 
your Students with the Gift of 
Intelligibility" 

Where I’ve been and what I’ve 
learnt so far.... 

 



Let’s start by demystifying ... 

You’ve already got everything it takes 
to teach pronunciation like an expert 

Use your native speaker 
knowledge 

Trust yourself so you can help 
your students...you are the 
best model they have!!! 





The Sounds of English  
 Vowels 

 



The Sounds of English  
 Vowels 

The Sounds of English  
 Dipthongs 



The Sounds of English  
 Consonants 

FRONT of 
your 

mouth 

BACK of 
your mouth 

Stop 

Frica
tives 

nasal 



We’ve covered the chart 
without really teaching it 

Incorporate 
it in your 
every day 
lessons.  
 
 

Paste sounds  
on all corners  
of your  
classroom 



A Running Dictation!!! 

aɪ wʌns lɪvd wɪðənæktɜː 
huː sʌmtaɪmzəpi:rdɒn 
teləvɪʒənædz.  



Number pad 



Correction is key 

Repetition is limiting. If your students could 
hear and repeat English sounds they would not 
be in your class struggling with that darn ‘th’ 
sound. 
 
 

Help them fix it! Tell them  
what to do with their tongue,  
lips and jaw!  
Don’t let them go another  
day not knowing the  
difference between  
‘think’ and ‘sink’ 



Let’s test our teacher ear 

Ted So, mum, do you happen to know if there’s, like, any place, where  
 
I could get a real, tree? 
 

Ted Yeah, but I mean like, a real one, that grows, out of the, the  
 
ground or whatever. You know like, a real tree. 
 

Ted Oh it hurts mum. Please stop. So, anyway, let’s just say, I need, a  
 
tree: Where would I go? What do I do? 



Let’s test our teacher ear 
Customer Hi there. Can I just pay for this shirt? 

Customer EFTPOS please. 

Customer There you go. 

Customer Actually yes, how much is that blue skirt over there on  

display? 

Customer Oh, do you have a different colour like beige for  

example? 

Customer Yes, thank you very much. 

Customer I like it a lot, but it’s a little too tight around the waist. 

Customer Very much appreciated! 



Let’s test our teacher ear 

Michael Ok great, it’s probably too far on foot 

from the train station… 

Michael Relax! I’ll tell you how to get to the bus 

stop and then you can catch a bus down 

here. Just give me a buzz when you get 

off the bus. 

Michael Don’t worry. Just get out of the train 

station and turn right…. 

Michael Look I’m not gonna walk you through it 

on the phone – my bill’s unbelievable at 

the moment. Just turn left at the traffic 

lights, you’ll see the bus stop next to the 

post office. 

Michael Get on the bus and tell the driver you 

want to get off near the cinema. When 

you get off, you’ll see a roundabout 

ahead. 
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Let’s test our teacher ear 
Aaron Not really, but the rent’s cheap and the location’s great  

so I’ve been putting up with them. 

Aaron It’s not only one thing, like, one of them keeps turning  

the TV up while I’m trying to sleep. Another never cleans  

his plate after eating and the other  

never gets out of the bathroom in the morning. 

Aaron I did, but it’s really like banging my head against a brick  

wall. I’m running out of patience actually. 

Aaron I’ve been trying to figure this one out too, trust me. 

Aaron I already have! I’ve been putting it off for a while  

because I’m lazy, but no more. I came across a really nice  

room, which I’m going to check out on the weekend. 

Aaron Thanks a lot for looking out for me! I really appreciate  

it. 



Let’s test our teacher ear 

Staff Can I help you with anything? 

Staff Sure. Just give me a yell if you need any help. 

Staff Let me see. Doesn’t it say it on the back? 

Staff Let me check on the computer then. It’s fifty nine, ninety nine. 

Staff Sorry, we don’t. They’re sold out. We only have large at the 

moment. 

Staff Not at all. Please do. The fitting room’s just over there. 

Staff No worries. Anything else I can help you with? 

Staff Okay. Can you swipe your card for me please? 

Staff Credit or savings? 

Staff Here’s your receipt. Thanks for shopping with us today! 



http://www.project-modelino.com/ 



www.ipa.typeit.org 



Macmillan Sounds App 
http://www.soundspronapp.com/ 



θæŋk ju fə kʌmɪŋ !!! 



Feel free to contact me... 


